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Arizona woman leaves corporate grind, wins national wine competition
Scottsdale, AZ, July 8, 2008 – Scottsdale resident Gilat Ben-Dor has been selected as a Top 5 national winner for Wine Australia’s national wine education competition, representing the Southwest region of the U.S. She will be sent on a two-week wine tour of Australia in September with the other four winners and a representative from the Australian Wine Bureau, known as Wine Australia.
In February of this year, Wine Australia began a months-long wine competition highlighting Australian wines and wine industry. The competition was opened to members of the Society of Wine Educators possessing credentials of CSW (Certified Specialist of Wine) and CWE (Certified Wine Educator). Contestants were required to submit six exams in a correspondence-course format, in addition to a phone interview, and the submission of hypothetical presentations and hand-outs about Australian wine geared towards specialized audiences. 

Gilat Ben-Dor, MBA, CSW, a member of the Society of Wine Educators, chose the option of presenting to a fictitious group of MBA students in an Ivy League university. “We could have created our hypothetical courses towards sommeliers in the restaurant business, or a train-the-trainer format towards other wine educators, but I chose the third option: presenting to the business students, since I could relate.” 

Ben-Dor completed an MBA in Global Management from the University of Phoenix, and has had an eventful journey from corporate life to where she is now: owner and director of the Renaissance Wine Academy, a mobile wine education and events firm providing wine classes, keynotes, and team-building activities in the Greater Phoenix area and beyond (www.RenaissanceWineAcademy.com).
So how did she arrive at her current wine career? “I have always been entrepreneurial, and love teaching and writing – and food and wine - but found myself on a conventional path climbing the corporate ladder, which wasn’t me at all. Then I thought, ‘Life is not only too short, but too long to be unhappy,’ and I quit it all in pursuit of the career I envisioned for myself.”
Ben-Dor resigned from a position in Human Resources in Phoenix and proceeded to pursue five wine credentials in New York City, Boston, Phoenix, and even Paris. “The Paris competition truly confirmed to me that anything is possible,” says Ben-Dor, referring to a wine competition for women she heard about through a Google search. Thus, Ben-Dor applied to the Moet & Chandon-sponsored Wine Women Awards 2007, and out of nearly 400 women from 30 countries, Ben-Dor was selected as a Top 10 World Finalist. As the only American contestant, she was flown to Paris for the one-day competition held at the swanky Hotel Le Bristol. The competition involved an oral exam, a written exam, and a blind tasting portion in front of a panel of European judges. “That was one of the most surreal experiences of my life,” recalls Ben-Dor with a smile. 
What is next for Gilat Ben-Dor? “My company is expanding to provide more public wine courses and seminars, and I am exploring more opportunities for keynote speaking about topics such as Wine and Business, and Wine and Women. Eventually I would like to become a known food and wine figure.” For more information, contact Gilat Ben-Dor at 602-373-5800 or info@renaissancewineacademy.com 
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